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Poll question

The primary way I interact with 
people in communities I study is …



74%
Of onshore oil produced in the United States in 2012 involved non-federal resources. 

(82% for natural gas.)  Few states, and none in the West, mandate comprehensive 

EIA/IA processes for oil and gas infrastructure development.

Humphries, M. 2015. U.S. Crude Oil … CRS Report R42432



During the shale 
boom, local 
impact 
monitoring and 
mitigation was 
often DIY.



Richland Co, MT

Pop. 11,570

County seat: Sidney

Area: 2,000+ sq. mi.

Service & population hub 

center for Bakken 
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Communities in Action 
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2018.     Haggerty, J. H., K. K. Smith**, T. Mastel, and P. Lachapelle. Assessing, Monitoring, and 

Mitigating Energy Boomtown Impacts in the U.S.: Evaluating a Public Health Model. Impact 
Assessment and Project Appraisal 36(1): 115-127.



Wear many hats

Are often stressed and taxed

Want to address local concerns

Are experts

Aren’t sure who to trust

Local advocates, leaders, citizens



Poll question

These issues affect people I study …



Guiding principles 
for engaging with communities





Communication
Coordinate with other researchers



Modifying 
approaches



Sharing results



Ethical concerns



Applications



Poll question

The workflow in my discipline 
accommodates best practices for 
engaging with communities…



Survey says … 

2021. Jacquet, J., R. Pathak**, J. H. Haggerty, G. L. Theodori, A. Kroepsch. Research Fatigue in Unconventional 
Oil and Gas Boomtowns: Perceptions, Strategies and Obstacles among Social Scientists collecting Human 
Subjects Data. Energy Research and Social Science. Vol. 73. 10.1016/j.erss.2021.101918

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2021.101918


https://www.energyimpacts.org/educational-materials 

https://www.energyimpacts.org/educational-materials


http://www.montana.edu/energycommunities/

www.resources4communities.org

thank you

http://www.montana.edu/energycommunities/
http://resources4communities.org





